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Tierra Environmental Services (Tierra) was contracted by Lilburn Corporation to conduct a 
cultural resources study in support of the Canyon Ranch Development (Project) located in the City 
of Loma Linda (City), in San Bernardino County, CA. The Project is initiating the annexation of 
141-acres located within the Sphere of Influence of the City of Loma Linda (City). Residential 
development is planned within the two proposed subdivisions of the 141-acres. The proposed 
subdivisions consist of a proposed 10.96-acre subdivision (TTM 20403) containing four parcels 
(Assessor Parcel Numbers [APNs] 0293-081-09, -11, -12 and -19) for the construction of 37 
single-family residential units, and a proposed 55.72-acre subdivision (TTM 20404) containing six 
parcels (APN 0293-111-18, 19, and 21, and 0293-101-08, 11, and 13) for the construction of 89 
residential units (see Figure 4 Proposed Site Plan TTM 20403). 

Cultural resource work has been conducted in accordance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) as amended (Public Resources Code §21000 et seq.) and pursuant to the 
Guidelines for Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act (California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14 §15000 et seq.). The results of this cultural resources inventory will be used 
to assess potential impacts to sensitive resources. For the purposes of this documentation, the lead 
CEQA agency for the project is the City of Loma Linda. 

 

A records search was procured from the South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) to 
identify any previously recorded archaeological and historic-era resources within the Area of 
Potential Effect (APE) and to determine the types of resources that might occur. The records search 
provided by the SCCIC revealed that 59 investigations have been previously conducted within a 
half-mile radius of the Project APE. Six of the previous investigations involve the APE and consist 
of two cultural resources surveys, one record search and survey results, one cultural resources 
assessment, one documentation of rock wall, and one report with no given title or author name. 
The records search indicated that 44 cultural resources or historic properties have been previously 
identified within a half-mile radius of the APE. Two historic resources (P-36-023575, P-36-
032480) have been recorded within the Project APE and consist of an abandoned orchard 
containing a water conveyance   system,   and Bermudez Street constructed prior to 1933 as a dirt 
road and paved between 2014 and 2017. 

The APE for this Project was defined as the geographic area within which the proposed Project 
may impact cultural resources. The APE has been disturbed since approximately 1899, as seen on the 
1899 Redlands (1:62500) historic topographic map, and has historically been utilized as residential, 
commercial, and agricultural land with the oldest historical photograph depicting resort 
development, orange groves and residential development dating to 1938 (Historic Aerials 2022). 

 

As part of the background data search, the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) was 
contacted in  October 2021  to  request a  review of  their Sacred Lands  File  as well  as a  list   of 
Native American  representatives  to  be  contacted  for  information  regarding  resources.  The  
response  received  from  the  NAHC  indicated  that  there  were  sensitive  resources and/or 
traditional  cultural  places  identified  within  the  APE.   Tierra   contacted   each   of   the 24 
Native American representatives  provided  by  the  NAHC  with  a  request  for  additional input 
and to inform them of the current Project. To date, five responses  were submitted by the Quechan 
Tribe of the  Fort  Yuma  Reservation,  the  Cahuilla  Band  of  Indians,  the  San  Manuel Band of 
Mission Indians, the Rincon Band of Luiseno Indians and   the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla 
Indians. On October 18, 2021 Ryan Nordness from The San Manuel Band of Mission Indians 
indicated that the Zanja historical complex (Mill Creek Zanja) is listed on the Sacred Lands File 
located approximately three miles northeast of the project site; no other cultural resources were 
reported to be within or in the immediate proximity of the 
 Project area.  
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  Abstract  
 

A pedestrian survey of the APE was conducted on February 01, 2022 by Project Archaeologists, 

Andres Berdeja and Dominique Diaz de Leon. Area surveys were accomplished through 10- meter 

transect intervals with careful attention paid to areas of exposed or exposed soil and road cuts. 

 

Two historic resources (P-36-023575, abandoned orchard; P-36-032480, Bermudez Street) have 

been identified within the Project APE and are not considered significant resources. No prehistoric 

resources were observed during the pedestrian survey. No impact to a significant resource within 

the APE will occur and no further archaeological work is recommended. However, if during the 

course of the Project there are any Project changes which would result in a deviation from the 

current APE, further archaeological work may be required to avoid potential inadvertent impacts 

to cultural resources. 



 

 

I. Introduction  

 

I. INTRODUCTION  

Tierra Environmental Services (Tierra) was contracted by Lilburn Corporation to conduct a 

cultural resources study in support of the two proposed subdivisions: 10.96-acre subdivision (TTM 

20403) and the 55.72-acre subdivision (TTM 20404) of the 141-acres Canyon Ranch Development 

(Project) located in the City of Loma Linda (City), in western San Bernardino County. The Area 

of Potential Effect (APE) for this Project was defined as the geographic area within which the 

proposed Project may directly impact cultural resources. 

 

A. Project Location 

The APE is located in the City of Loma Linda (City), in San Bernardino County. The 10.96-acre 

site (TTM 20403) is currently vacant and consists of four parcels (Assessor Parcel Numbers 

[APNs] 0293-081-09, -11, -12 and -19) located south of Barton Road, north of Bermudez Street, 

east of New Jersey Street and west of San Timoteo Canyon Road. The 55.72-acre subdivision site 

(TTM 2404) is currently vacant and is composed of six parcels (APN 0293-111-18, 19, and 21, 

and 0293-101-08, 11, and 13) located east of San Timoteo Creek Channel, south of New Jersey 

Street, west of Nevada Street and San Timoteo Canyon Road, and north of Beaumont Avenue 

(Figure 1). The project area is in the SW ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 32 of Township 1 South, Range 

3 West, as shown on the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5' San Bernardino South Quadrangles 

(Figure 2).  Surrounding land uses include suburban residential and   farm land (Figure 3). 

Elevation ranges from about 1,207 to 1,250 feet above mean sea level (AMSL). 
 

B. Project Description 
 

The Project proposes the Canyon Ranch residential development in the City. The development of 

the proposed area will require ground disturbing activities. The Project is initiating the annexation 

of 141-acres located within the Sphere of Influence of the City of Loma Linda (City). Residential 

development is planned within the two proposed subdivisions of the 141-acres. The proposed 

subdivisions consist of a proposed 10.96-acre subdivision (TTM 20403) containing four parcels 

(Assessor Parcel Numbers [APNs] 0293-081-09, -11, -12 and -19) for the construction of 37 

single-family residential units, and a proposed 55.72-acre subdivision (TTM 20404) containing six 

parcels (APN 0293-111-18, 19, and 21, and 0293-101-08, 11, and 13) for the construction of 89 

residential units (see Figure 4 Proposed Site Plan TTM 20403). 

 

C. Project Personnel 

This cultural resources study was conducted by Tierra, whose staff meets federal, state, and local 

requirements. Dr. Michael G. Baksh served as Principal Investigator. Dr. Baksh has a Ph.D. in 

Anthropology from the University of California at Los Angeles and has more than 35 years 

conducting archaeological investigations within the southwestern United States in compliance with 

CEQA and NEPA. Mr. Andres Berdeja and Ms. Dominique Diaz de Leon have conducted archival 

research and served as co-authors of the current report. Mr. Berdeja has a 

B.A. and eight years of experience in Southern California archaeology. Ms. Dominique Diaz de 

Leon has a B.A. and eight years of experience in Southern California archaeology. 
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